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Pictured clockwise from top left: 

Ellie Kate Schubert after enjoying 

breakfast in Cranmer Hall, 

Skip Jennings plays the guitar at the 

Men's Club Family Oyster Roast, 

Susan Wylly enjoys a taste of dinner 

from the 1800's with her daughters 

Amelia & Anna
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The ECW gives a huge 

thank you to Erica Jar-

man for chairing her 

second Holly Days Ba-

zaar this past November- 

another job well done. 

We've never seen it done 

so fashionably nor with 

such detail!  And thank 

you to her husband Alex 

(below) who we also 

saw putting in lots of 

time and muscle!  

This past November, St John's 

Parishioners enjoyed hearing 

author Hugh Howard (pictured 

left) speak on his book Houses 

of Civil War America which 

featured our very own Green-

Meldrim house.  

Below: The Green-Meldrim 

house guides were treated to a 

tour and a  special tea at the beau-

tiful Harper-Fowlkes house.

Spread the word-  Please like our Facebook Pages!!!

St John's Church in Savannah

St John's Church Holly Days Bazaar 
(We are trying to get 1000 likes before the Bazaar so please share!)

St John's Church School

The Children's School at  St. John's Church

Green-Meldrim House
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Written by:

Susan-Arden Joly

ECW President

sardenjoly@aol.com

From the Episcopal Church Women's Chairman

 Almost everyone knows about some of our more famous visitors to the Green-

Meldrim House, such as Margaret Thatcher, Casper Weinberger, Malcolm Forbes, 

Colin Powell—and Tom Selleck.   A few members of our congregation are aware of 

the governors of other states, members of Presidents’ cabinets, and other dignitaries 

who have graced our doors.  Yet what only our guides and doorkeepers know is that 

every day brings interesting guests to the Green-Meldrim House.  (For a few of the 

more humorous stories, see page 10 in this issue.) 

 The past two months, as we marked the 150th anniversary of Sherman’s ar-

rival in Savannah, have lead special visitors to our Parish House; these guests have 

brought an awareness of the GMH and its place in history to the attention of a national 

audience.   In addition to the house being featured in the book Houses of Civil War 

America by Hugh Howard, the Green-Meldrim House has been the subject of three 

national media events.  

 First was the “The 150 Year Pinhole Project,” a part of the Library of Congress’ 

photographic record for the Civil War Sesquicentennial. Photographer Michael Falco used a pinhole camera to retrace 

the path that Sherman’s army took in the March To the Sea, ending with Mr. Green’s beautiful home. I think you will 

find it interesting to see how little some of these views have changed. The entire photo project can be viewed online at 

www.civilwar150pinholeproject.com 

 The Green-Meldrim House was also featured in a program on National Public Radio’s “All Things Consid-

ered” on January 12.  That day marked the 150th anniversary of the meeting of 20 black leaders—mostly Baptist and 

Methodist preachers-- in the Green-Meldrim House; this historic meeting resulted in Sherman’s Special Field Order 

15, better known as “forty acres and a mule.” Those interested may listen to the radio broadcast (with one of our guides 

featured) or read the transcript (and see a picture of our house) at the NPR site.  http://www.npr.org/blogs/codeswitch

/2015/01/12/376781165/the-story-behind-forty-acres-and-a-mule 

 The third occasion of media attention was a little less serious.  In fact, it was downright fun.  Brian Unger—

whom some of you may know from the television show “How the States Got Their Shapes”—brought his crew to the 

Green-Meldrim House to film an episode of his new Travel Channel show.  The show, entitled “Time Traveling with 

Brian Unger, ” uses visual effects to take viewers back in time to some of America’s most infamous moments. Using 

actual 1864 newspaper images of Sherman and his soldiers in the Green-Meldrim House, the show will feature digital 

“recreations” of the house at the time of the Civil War. The 

series will begin airing in March, with our episode appear-

ing sometime around early June.

 There is always something exciting happening at the 

Green-Meldrim House.  Particularly memorable for our 

congregation was the “December 1864” event, when we 

gave thanks to God for sparing our city from the devastation 

of war, listened to period music performed by a descendent 

of the Green family, and tasted period food prepared by the 

amazing Jane Wells and her incredible committee.  (Jane 

alone prepared EIGHT dishes of spoon bread!) Many, many 

thanks to all involved.  You made it a night to remember, and 

I hope you will enjoy seeing the pictures on pages 16-17.

 I am very grateful as well to our guides and doorkeep-

ers, who share the history of our wonderful house with inter-

esting visitors from all over the world.  We try to show our 

appreciation with the Guides Luncheon in October and with 

the docent exchange visit in January—this year to the lovely 
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Dr Bergstrom's Dissertations
by: Dr. Jeremy Bergstrom

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abi-

deth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” St. John 12.24

  One of my mentors is fond of pointing out that, for us in the Northern Hemisphere 

anyway, Lent is observed in the Spring. And one can find a certain irony in the season, for 

just as the earth is beginning to come alive and flourish once again, the church bids us to cut 

back through fasting and abstinence, and engage more frequently in discipline and devotion. 

Just as the air begins to warm and the days grow brighter, the call to repentance sounds forth, 

proclaiming that our hearts are cold and our minds dark.

  This account, however, falls short. For those who think Lent is about giving up something, about sacrifice—

that it is merely a season to endure until the pressure is off and we can relax again once Easter finally arrives—these 

fail to see Lent’s sacrifices and disciplines are the means to a glorious end. Lent is not given to us as a demand and a 

burden, but as an opportunity to realize true pleasure and joy.

  My mentor appreciates that Lent falls in the Spring, not because of the supposed irony of their juxtaposition, 

but because of their profound likeness. The Spring is for planting, pruning, fertilizing; in short, all the things that 

enable life and promote growth. Lent is for embracing the one who was given at Christmas and made manifest in 

Epiphany. The mustard seed of Christ is planted in the soil of our hearts; now, through the disciplines of Lent, the Holy 

Spirit is doing all that’s necessary to help it flourish. The failure to allow the pruning of Lent is a failure to appreci-

ate the beauty of the growth to come. But Lent has been given to us so that the life of Christ might begin to grow in 

us,  “That [God] would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in 

the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, May be able 

to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, 

which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God” (Ephesians 3.16-19).

Harper-Fowlkes House.  An additional perk for our house volunteers is the opportunity to visit other museums in the 

Savannah area at no charge. This new benefit will be explained at a meeting for our guides and doorkeepers on March 

11 at 3:00. (See the announcement on page 14 for details.) I hope that anyone who is interested in the Green-Meldrim 

House will join us for tea, sherry, conversation, and some new information about the house and its inhabitants.  We are 

having an awfully good time and invite you to join in the fun.

Hungry for Fellowship
Come join the fun breakfast crew following the 8:00 church and preceding 9:30 Sunday School! Pictured: Sylvia 

Williams, Dottie Brannen, Darcy Daniells, JoAnne Smith, Bill Rodgers, George Erwin, & Herb Guerry
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Rector's Question Box:
by: Father Gavin Dunbar

 Ross Macdonald: A Biography (1999) Ross Macdonald (not to be confused with 

thriller writer John D. Macdonald) was the pen name of Canadian Kenneth Millar whose 

20 southern California set novels featuring detective Lew Archer have been described as 

‘the finest detective novels ever written by an American.’ Often critically seen as the cul-

mination of the American rennaissance in hard-boiled crime fiction with Dashiell Ham-

mett and Raymond Chandler, Macdonald and his protagonist Archer, bend and stretch 

the genre of the cynical, wise-cracking Spade and Marlowe, to the private dick as Greek 

chorus, a consciousness that lays bear the motives of the characters that come within his 

ambit, as Macdonald himself described Archer and his literary presence. Macdonald’s tales feature the southern 

California of the fifties through the seventies in all its honey-hued beauty and social realist sordidness. Original sin 

and what Millar called ‘the darkling wood behind the eyes’ are the enduring themes Macdonald and Archer track be-

neath the plots and familiar forms of literary detection. His stories were admired by everyone from Elizabeth Bowen 

and Eudora Welty to rockster Warren Zevon, who credits Millar with literally saving his life in an Archeresque in-

tervention of life imitating fiction. His influence can be seen on the screen, ironically not so much in the Paul New-

man starring adaptations of two of the Archer novels, where his name is changed to Harper; but in Robert Altman 

and Elliot Gould’s Chandler adaptation The Long Goodbye (1973), Robert Towne’s Chinatown (1974), the  bujew 

Dude in The Big Lebowski, and, I would bet, in Paul Thomas Anderson’s upcoming Inherent Vice.

 Tom Nolan, the Wall Street Journal’s crime fiction reviewer, has written an award winning life of the man, 

the writer and the genre he expertly had serve his wider and deeper human interests, that is both informative and 

extremly moving. All the Archer titles are in print in the Vintage/Black Lizard Crime imprint of Random House.

 Calvary (2014) A different kind of knight/detective is portrayed in Irish director/screenwriter John Michael 

McDonagh’s film. The great Brendan Gleeson plays Fr. James, a good but flawed priest who is given seven days 

and nights to detect his own intended murderer among his parishoners along another West coast. An offbeat, unset-

tling and haunting detection and inquiry into guilt, retribution and representative responsibility in an indefectible, if 

corrupt institution. Easily the best movie I’ve seen all year.

Errant Knights without Armour
by: Father Craig O'Brien

Question:  Concerning the promise of Jesus in St. Matthew 18:20 “Where two or three 

are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them”:  isn’t God every-

where even if we are all by ourselves?  If so, then what does this verse mean? 

Answer:  This question is the sign of a mind engaged in the task of theology - thinking 

the content of the Christian faith, making sense of the Biblical witness.   God is most 

certainly present everywhere - as Creator.   But Man  - having turned away from God 

to worship and serve the creature more than the Creator -  is not present to him.  Immersed in things visible and 

tangible, we lost sight of the invisible and incorporeal Creator.  (We may enjoy God in nature, on the golf course 

or on a mountain hike, but that revelation does not move us to learn or do his will.) Therefore God must be present 

to us in a new way, not just as Creator but also as Redeemer.  In the Word made flesh, God made himself visible 

and tangible, that in him we might be caught up to the knowledge and love of things invisible.  Moreover, Christ’s 

redemptive mission did not end with his death, resurrection, and ascension to the Father’s right hand:  by the gift 

of his Spirit he makes himself present and available in his Church, “where two or three are gathered together in 

his name”, that is, in shared faith and mutual charity.  “He that abideth in love abideth in God, and God in him” 

(1 John 4:16).  
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Ladies Quiet Day is Set for March 25

 I admit when I was asked to be the chairman of the Holly Days Bazaar, my first response was to run in the 

opposite direction but remembering how that worked out for Jonah, I stayed put and accepted!  After all who can 

say no to Jane Pressly and Susan Arden-Joly who have dedicated so much of their time to St. John's.  After just 

a few weeks, I must say I am getting excited. There have been so many amazing parishoners who have already 

volunteered to head up the various subcommittees of the Bazaar, and with their enthusiasm and experience, I dare 

say, The Holly Days 2015 Bazaar will run itself.  Look at the fantastic lineup of chairmen on the next page!  

 Although each one deserves recognition, I want to single out just a few... 

Marsha Berger a dedicated parishioner who has been in charge of desserts for 30 YEARS and continues to run 

it and appease our sweet tooths even though she lives most of the year in Kentucky!  

Nita Ann Klein- she and her crew have been organizing and sorting our furniture and knick knacks of all kinds 

since 2004.  Even before becoming chairman, she remembers helping with the White Elephant when Cranmer 

Hall was just a red brick cube!  Does anyone remember when Cranmer Hall was being built- the sale was in the 

Atrium of the Desoto Hilton with Christiana Turner as the Bazaar chairman? 

Laura Wimbish- conjure up your image of a lunch lady and you wouldn’t picture fashionable Laura but that is 

just what she has been each November for over 18 years!!! No wonder their is a long line to get those delicious 

shrimp and chicken salad sandwiches and salads complete with those tiny tasty pickles.  If you ever go behind the 

scenes at the Green-Meldrim house, you will see them giggling and causing mischief as they work hard!

Jettie Johnston- When I think of the treasure room, an image of Jettie & Kippy Adams pops into my mind sur-

rounded by silver and fine china.  Jettie has chaired the Treasure Room for 4 years and was Kippy's right hand for 

at least another 7!

Debbie Carson- The green thumb of the Bazaar for over 5 years. Who knows how many beautiful plants donated 

by Oelsheigs she has sold to happy customers.

Jane Pressly- Jane became head of canning the year my mom chaired the Bazaar which was nearly 30 years ago.  

Her committee has been there an equally impressive number of years- Robbie Culver, Ragnild Ezelle, MarCelene 

Willingham, Penny Farley, Dottie Brannen, JoAnne Smith, Robin Johnson, Katherine Sallee, Jettie Johnston, 

Margaret Hardy, Sue Renderio, Mary Burnett, Sigrid Kirk, Carolyn Cooper, Martie Campbell Thomas, Susie 

Fawcett, Louise Maner, Kathryn Tanner, Sylvia Williams...  I hope I have not missed anyone.

These women are just the tip of the iceberg. How blessed we are to have such dedication and generosity year after 

year.  I can't wait to see the result of all their hardwork once again this November!  Please mark your calendars 

and call them to be a part of their teams!

 It is a rare thing for women to have a quiet day, when their work as “Marthas” is set aside for a few hours, 

and they are able to be “Marys,” learning and reflecting on matters of the spirit.  Yet this is what they are invited to 

do, from 9:30-2:00, on Wednesday, March 25.  The Women of St John’s and their guests from other churches will 

join for chapel and instruction from Fr. O’Brien on “The Life of St Francis as Exemplifying the Cross of Christ.” 

There will be special reference to the biography of St. Francis, God’s Fool, by Julien Green (grandson of our own 

Charles Green) and The Legenda Major of S. Bonaventure.  In addition to a light Lenten lunch, the ladies will 

have quiet time to be still and reflect, in their place of choice in the Green-Meldrim House.  Please respond to the 

church office at (912) 232-1251 by March 20, if you wish to enjoy a moment of calm, with spiritual devotions, as 

we prepare for the joys of Easter.

A New Year... Another Bazaar
by: Cathy Baxter
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Chairman: Cathy Baxter  912-704-5111

             cathybaxter@gmail.com

Co-Chairman: Martha Sullivan  912-663-6221

                   msullivan73@comcast.net

Books: Marilyn Solana  912-660-3393                    

              IOhope41@aol.com

              Cameron Spencer  912-663-0318              

              cameron19spencer@aol.com

Canning: Jane Pressly  912-233-6551                      

                  janepressly@aol.com

Candlelight Tickets: Pam Young  

Candlelight Liaison:  Pam Young  508-627-3693      

                                 pamelahyoung@comcast.net  

Check-Out: Carolyn Ezelle    912-272-9711  

                       carolyn.ezelle@sothebysrealty.com    
                

Church Tours:  Jack Wray   912-596-2950 

       jcwray64@yahoo.com

Child Camp: Caroline Hayes   912-429-2195                  

   chayes@stjohnssav.org 

Crafts: Mary Dawson      912-657-9099                  

                  mek.dawson@gmail.com

Cranmer Hall Resource: Caroline Hayes 

        912-429-2195    chayes@stjohnssav.org

Desserts: Marsha Berger  912-596-0396

      manmtn45@aol.com

Food Prep: Holly McClellan  912-335-1663

                     hhmcclellan@yahoo.com
 

Garden Shop: Debbie Carson  912-897-6169

                dbcarson55@hotmail.com

GMH Resource: Tracy Inglesby  912-663-8671

                               freshcuts@csam.net
  

Lunch Plate Prep: Laura Wimbish  912-897-5527

Lunch Supplies: Margaret Northup 813-785-7744                    

         margaretnorthup@gmail.com

Publicity/Marketing: Cathy Rodgers 667-0102              

                                   cathy@7wavesmarketing.com

                                   

Bazaar Chairmen

Publicity continued...     Stacy Jennings  912-224-1354   

                                 stacy.jennings@savannahnow.com

Parking: Bob Brannen     843-987-9783

Silent Auction Operations: We Need Help!!!! 

Silent Auction Solicitation: We Need Help!!!

Soup & Chili: Christiana Turner    912-898-1810        

                                          turner00@bellsouth.net

                           Sherry Holtzclaw    912-897-2381                

                dukehclaw@gmail.com

Take Outs:  Jessica Osborne    912-663-8810

                      osbornejes@mac.com

Treasure Room: Jettie Johnston    912-598-7488

         TomandJettie@gmail.com

                               Frankie Vinyard    912-598-5226                

         fvinyard@bellsouth.net
 

Treasurer:  Anne Arden   912-303-0026                

          annemarden@aol.com

                     Assistant: Liz Lackey   912-356-3615

Waitresses/Lunch Set-Up: Grace Merritt   658-3010  

             merrittlyon@bellsouth.net

                                              Richie Reid 703-409-2266  

             dblzro00@gmail.com

White Elephant: Nita Ann Klein   912-927-4270   

          nak618@gmail.com

Father Dunbar has requested a place in the Eagle 

where notes of thanks from parishoners to the 

congregation may be published. Such notes may be 

submitted to the Editor prior to the next deadline.
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Childhood Education

Written by: 

Caroline Hayes

chayes@stjohnssav.org

912-232-8887

 It is hard to know where to begin!  We have had a very busy church school year up 

to this point.  For Advent we had our annual Family Art day to make Advent wreaths. 

(See the picture below of Jacob and Andy Perkins with their completed wreath.)   If 

you have your advent ring, please return it so we may reuse it next year.  Then, the 

children in the Christmas Pageant had a fun day of dress rehearsal, lunch, and making 

Christmas cards for the shut-ins.  The notes the children wrote were so very kind and 

thoughtful.  The cards were sent out the week of Christmas accompanied by a church 

school Christmas card that had a picture of the children in costumes from the Pageant 

dress rehearsal.  

 The youth enjoyed their evening of Tree Trimming and Carols in the Green-Mel-

drim House the Sunday before Christmas. (See the photo of the group on the next 

page). The Psalm Psingers did a wonderful job singing in church for the Lessons and 

Carols service.  Also during Advent, the Church School teamed up with the women of 

the church to collect donations of toys for the Salvation army.  A very busy season indeed!

 As we rolled into the new year, things have not slowed down!  On to Epiphany, the children made hearts 

to present during the service along with all offerings during the month of December.  The Kings made their annual 

appearance and we had another treat of hearing the Psalm Psingers sing “In the Bleak Midwinter”.  

 Something new that we are thrilled to announce is we have a new Children’s Music Director!  Our very 

own Kristin Pair, who has grown up at St. John’s and is a fixture in the choir.  Kristin majored in music education 

and will be a wonderful addition.  We are grateful for the years of service that Diane Stallings gave to the children 

at St. John’s.  She provided a sound foundation of music and singing that Kristin will be able to build upon.  

 Next, we moved onto Candlemas.  The children learned the meaning of Candlemas and also the importance 

of passing on your faith.  Dr. Carson, Mrs. Pressly, Mrs. Burdell, Mr. Sullivan, and Miss Pair shared memories of 

growing up in the church and how important they are to them and their faith.  The children were captivated.  

As we are in Pre-Lent and then throughout Lent, the children will learn about the Stations of the Cross in prepara-

tion for the Good Friday Stations of the Cross service at 5:30pm.  As a part of our Lenten disciplines, the children 

will fill out a sheet to show how they will follow Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving each week.   Also, the Psalm 

Psingers will sing again in church Lent I on February 22.  

 During Lent, the Church School will team up again with the women of the church to make collections for 

the Fresh Air home.  Please read the 

article to find out more information.

 Well, that certainly is enough 

for now!  If you would like to see the 

weekly updates please visit our web-

site www.stjohnssav.org.  If you look 

under the Christian Education tab, 

you will see a section called Church 

School info.  Here you will find 

weekly updates and important church 

school information.  Or, you can visit 

our facebook page titled St. John’s 

Church School.  As always, see you 

Sunday!
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Above: Mary Porcher as Mary with

 Jackson Ezelle as a shepherd.

Angels Pictured Above: Sarah Jane Schulze, 

Annie Burdell, Olin Anne Hayes, Amelia 

Wylly, Louise Mercer, Katherine Ezelle 

& Emiline Baxter

Three Wisemen: Haddon Watson, Jacob 

Perkins, & Banks Fana
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Look What Can Happen in 3 Hours a Month

Ria Sparkman and “Joe”
Ria Sparkman was giving a tour to a group of elder ladies one day.  One of the ladies was 
trailing behind in the Meldrim Library upstairs when Ria heard her shriek!  The woman said 
someone grabbed her purse off her shoulder, but the only people upstairs were on the tour!  
Ria was startled but didn’t miss a beat.  She explained that it must be “Joe.”  Joe was the but-
ler for the Meldrim family and he loved to play the piano.  Father Ralston told Ria that when 
he played the piano in the rectory, “Joe” would sometimes open the door.  There is a piano in 
the Meldrim Library, perhaps “Joe” wanted to play the piano!

  Barry Crawford and Holly Montford

Barry and Holly have been guides at the Green-Meldrim House for 

many years.  During a tour, a boy from France (about 17 yrs old) was 

admiring the Steinway piano.  The parents mentioned to Holly that 

he was a very good piano player.  Fortunately Holly speaks some 

french so they understood each other well.  Holly offered to let him 

play for a few minutes and he was so grateful.  He began to play a 

piece by a french composer, Erik Satie (1866-1925), who created a 

series of dramatically haunting melodies known as “Gnossiemes”.  The boy played so well that everyone in the 

house was awe-struck at the beauty of the music and the house. Both the guides and the tourists left feeling en-

riched by the encounter.  Imagine who you might meet or what you might learn as a GMH guide!  

     Sue Rendeiro

About 5 years ago, Sue was guiding a group visiting Charleston and the group had popped 

over to Savannah for the day.  During the tour, a man kept staring at her.  Sue wondered if 

she had made some wardrobe blunder or had food in her teeth, she couldn’t imagine why 

else he would be staring!  After a while, the man asked, “Sue, you don’t remember me, do 

you?”  She didn’t until he reminded her of his name.  They had been friends 40 years earlier 

in Decatur, Illinois where the group was from and Sue and Jim lived in the 1960’s.  What a 

small world!  

  Jettie and Tom Johnston

For those who have reservations about serving as a guide, these encounters may make you reconsider.  Jettie and 

Tom Johnston work together as a team, she as the door keeper and entertainer until the next tour begins and he as 

a guide. During a tour one day, a group of four ladies from Atlanta were looking at the wedding photo and invita-

tion from William Tecumseh Sherman IV and the then St. John's parishioner Helen Harris’s wedding in the family 

room.  One of the ladies said, “Oh my, Helen Sherman is my neighbor in Atlanta!  Her daughter and my daughter 

are together in Columbia today!  I can’t wait to text her!”  Another inter-

esting encounter happened when a family came for a tour; husband, wife, 

son and daughter.  They didn’t look like a typical historic home visitor as 

they were VERY casually dressed and a bit “scruffy.”  The father noticed 

the upright piano in the south parlor and asked if it would be alright to 

play for a minute.  Tom agreed and the man was obviously very talented.  

As it turns out, both parents are opera singers currently at The Met.  They 

had been with the Berlin Opera for about 7 or 8 years.  The children are 

equally as talented.  After returning home they sent the women of the the 

church a cd of theirs!  It goes to show that each day can hold an interest-

ing, unexpected twist!  
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 Having finished chairing the 2014 Vestry Stewardship Committee and now serving as 

Treasurer in 2015, I have three observations & thoughts I would like to share from this unique 

perspective.

 First, at St John’s we make our budget on the basis of our stewardship campaign results 

– not the other way around. In October we spend time reflecting on what God is asking us 

to give back to the Church in the form of a  pledge. Once those pledges have been tallied we 

begin to create a budget from the bottom up. A balanced budget (required by our bylaws) is 

then developed and presented to the Vestry in December for approval.

 This process is complicated by the fact that all of the data we would like to have is not 

available on the 2nd Tuesday of December when the Vestry meets. For instance, we have a 

very good handle on what our expenses will be for the last few weeks of the year, but we have only guesstimates to 

guide what our revenue for the balance of the month will be. This uncertainty causes us to create a “place holding guess 

number” for what our end of the year surplus/deficit number will be  What makes this workable is that our parishioners 

(who have been blessed and are a blessing) give to the church in a very consistent manner. This consistency makes this 

process a little less stressful. The “place holding guess number” is usually very close to the actual final numbers.  

 Second, St Johns is a traditional church (maintaining the historic order and faith handed down to us by the 

Apostles and Church Fathers) that is vibrant and growing. If you hear of suggestions to the contrary, quietly and with 

charity, I would suggest a visit to Cramner Hall on Sunday Morning at Sunday School Hour.  It is a lively place for 

both young and old. 

 Third, over the last few years we have invested in our parish:  in repairs and maintenance of the physical struc-

ture; in the return of the third priest; in the hiring of a new business manager to oversee the administration buildings, 

finances, and personnel. These investments will lay a strong foundation for the future growth and vibrancy of St Johns 

Church. These investments are paying dividends and will continue to do so.

 Concluding Remarks: This year we are anticipating revenues of 1,406,082 and expenses of 1,406,082.  Our 

budget is lean, but we have an historic campus with older buildings that require a lot of upkeep, and we are fully com-

mitted to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ.  If you have not pledged for 2015, it is not too late to do so. If you 

are in a position to increase your support and would like to learn more about the investments and mission of St Johns 

please contact the Rector, myself or the Senior Warden.

NEXT ISSUE: Creative Ways to Financially Support St John's Church

Treasurer's  Perspective
by: Rick Wright

                                          Gavin, Craig and Jeremy-  

What are you doing during Lent and what do you recommend for Christians to do during Lent?

I limit meals to two snacks a day and one meal after sundown as well as abstinence from flesh meat on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday, and all Fridays during the year.  I recommend parishoners attend one or more daily 
Eucharists.

Along with the regular abstinence and reduction of food overall, I will cut back on both sweets and television. 
I will be reading a book by Mark McIntosh, entitled Discernment and Truth: The Spirituality and Theology 
of Knowledge as well as the seminar from Eliott House: Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity by the classic 16th C 
Anglican Divine, Richard Hooker.

All Christians are expected to practice fasting and abstinence, prayer, and giving alms, on the forty days of 
Lent. In addition, Christians  often choose a particular book to read in Lent, often devotional or theological in 
nature. I am going to reread the books we studied in the recent Elliott House as well as a recent biography of 
John Calvin by Bruce Gordon.

    Last Issue: What new and exciting thing did you do this year? 

        Jeremy -  Stalked  by a homeless man           Craig - Zip Lining & Repelling          Gavin - Ate Tripe



The Eagle Page 12

Coffee Hour Recipe: Spinach -Artichoke Appetizer

by Grace Merritt

(1) 10-oz box spinach thawed and squeezed dry

 (2) cans artichoke hearts -quartered (drained)

(1) 6-oz cream cheese softened -Philadelphia suggested

1/4 c sour cream-Daisy Light suggested 

1/4 c mayonnaise -Dukes mayo suggested 

1/2 c grated Parmesan Cheese (suggest fresh) 

1/2 c Monterey Jack shredded cheese (added at end) 

   2 T fresh lemon juice 

1 T red pepper flakes

1/4 t garlic powder

DIRECTIONS:  Preheat oven 350 degrees and grease a cas-

serole dish with nonstick spray. Combine all ingredients (ex-

cept the Monterey Jack cheese)in a large bowl.  Scrape into 

the greased casserole dish and Bake for 20 minutes -then add 

the Monterey Jack cheese and bake another 10 minutes in the 

same 350-degree oven.

 David Green Cole (pictured left), his wife Anne, and Moth-

er-in-law, Lorraine visited the Green Meldrim House in Novem-

ber.  They brought a fish knife that belonged to Charles Green.  

David Cole's great grandmother was Frances Marion (Marie) 

Green, daughter of Charles Green, Jr.  who was one of the four 

children of Charles Green, Sr. and Catherine Burrough.  Marie 

Green married David's great grandfather, Douglass Moxley Low. 

Douglass and Marie had 8 children.  David’s grandfather, Frank 

Green Low was one of them.  David’s Mother, Elizabeth Low 

Cole, is one of his Grandfather’s four children.  His Mother (Liz) 

is 95 years old and lives in Burlington, NC about 30 miles from 

David's home in  Carrboro, N.C. She is the only surviving child 

of his Grandfather Father Frank Green Low. 

 This cutlery piece was given to David’s mother for a wed-

ding gift by her Aunt Katherine Green Low, great-granddaughter of Charles Green.  She was told the gift was 

a fish knife that belonged to Charles Green.  It has a bone handle with a family crest with a design of acanthus 

leaves on top of the blade.  Interestingly, Susan and I along with our guest started noticing all the acanthus leaves 

that were found in the design of many features in the house.  When they came, we compared this fish knife with 

the other forks we have in the secretary. 

  David, his wife and mother-in-law had a wonderful time touring the house and learning more about their 

ancestors.  Susan and I very much enjoyed meeting them and conversing  about the  Green family.    

Cutlery from the Green Family
by: Jane Pressly

Social Crafting

If you are crafty or creative, 

then get excited...   

Janet Guerry is starting a crafting circle 

in Cranmer Hall on Wednesdays after 

the morning service.  Bring whatever 

you happen to be working on- your 

sewing, knitting, painting, etc and enjoy 

camaraderie with other creative parish-

ioners and friends.  Janet's Crafters will 

meet at the same time as Jane's Canners, 

so there will be lots of merriment. 

If you are at all interested, 

contact Janet:

JanetMGuerry@gmail.com

912-925-7013

We hope to get a great group together, 

so please join us!
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Family Oyster Roast
Guitars were strummed, knives opened steaming hot oys-

ters,  plates were filled with barbecue and glasses with 

Bloody Marys all while the kids attempted to out jump one 

another in the bouncy castle... that's right it was the annual 

Oyster Roast put on by the Men's Club.  This year at Camp 

Villa Marie.  Thank you to all the volunteers who made sure 

it was a success, those who prayed and turned the weather 

from cold and rainy to warm and sunny, and to John Wylly 

and David Carson (pictured right) for providing laughs in 

their oh so fashionable hats.

Pictured Mid-Left: Sandy & Melanie Shephard-

Pictured Left: Ted & Caroline Warner 

                        with Will & Mary Helen Burdell. 

Pictured Above: Thomas Burdell, 

                           Elizabeth & Heath Kulp
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The Children’s School is now taking applications for the 

2015-2016 school year.  The classes range from ages 12 

months to Pre Kindergarten.  It is a wonderful, loving school 

that is full of learning and laughter.  The perfect downtown 

location to begin school and begin a love for learning.  

Contact Cathy King for more information and to apply - 

childrensschool@stjohnssav.org or 912-232-1225

A BIBLICAL STUDY OF COVENANT

TO BE OFFERED BY JACK WRAY

 This course will look in depth at the 

Genesis 2 account of God’s creation of man 

and woman bonded in permanent relation-

ship with equal responsibilities.  While the 

word ‘covenant’ is not mentioned in Gen-

esis 2, all the elements of a covenant are 

present in God’s creation of two becoming 

one.

Do I Really Have to 
Keep my Promise(s)?

Guides and Door Keepers

Meeting Announcement
Please join the Green-Meldrim House 

Guides and Doorkeepers

On Wednesday, March 11

At 3:00

       For Tea, Sherry, and Conversation

All are welcome to come and learn about the servants 

who lived in the house in the 19th century.   Please re-

spond to Jane Pressly at janepressly@aol.com, or call 

Martie Campbell Thomas (912) 598-4299

Deaths of our Loved Ones
Rest Eternal grant unto them, 

O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen

JANET “SANDY” STANFORD BASS

RICHARD WARREN MAYS

ELIZABETH MACLEAN POLLOCK

RICHARD DEAN LEE

JOHN MILTON SAYLER

IMOGENE BAGLEY PATRICK

RONALD N. COLEMAN

Genesis 6-8 is the story of the flood and God’s promise to never again destroy mankind with water. 

In Genesis 12, God promised Abraham that through him, all nations will be drawn unto God.  The fulfillment 

of that promise to Abraham is blocked with barrenness – no legitimate son of Abraham and Sarai, creating a 

concern that God’s promise cannot be fulfilled.  In Genesis 15, that concerned in resolved.

Exodus 19-24 outlines the Mosaic covenant of obedience to the law stipulations in the Decalogue.

In 1 Chronicles 17, God promised David that through his descendants, an everlasting dynasty would flow 

culminating in the birth of a Messiah.

With Jerusalem in smoke and ashes by the Babylonians in 587 B.C., the prophet Jeremiah delivered to the 

Jewish exiles God’s promise of a New Covenant written on the hearts of man instead of stone tablets.

These promises culminate in fulfillment at Jesus’ Last Supper recorded in Luke 22.    

•

•

•

•

•

•

Wondering what to do with that extra furniture cluttering your house & storage unit??? It is perfect 
for the White Elephant Thrift Sale.  Proceeds go to charities and help keep the Green-Meldrim House 
open.  It is tax deductible!!! Our storage unit is open year round- call Nita Ann Klein to get into the 

storage unit 658-1005.  If you need help transporting furniture to the unit call or email
 Cathy Baxter 704-5111  cathy@twistedwarrior.com
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 Mason jars all throughout Savannah have the same dream - to be filled with 

delicious preserves and relishes from Jane's Canners to be sold at the Holly Days 

Bazaar.  Help your new or used Half Pint (8 oz) mason jars with or without tops, 

achieve their dream.  Please bring them to the foyer in Cranmer Hall where there 

will be a collection box.  

Also, throughout the year if you have the following items to donate please 

contact Robbie Culver at 238-4895 or Jane Pressly 233-6551

Fig, Pears, Apples, Pecans (even shelled pecans are welcome), green peppers, 

mangos, squash, white sugar (last year almost 300 lbs was used!!!)

If anyone is willing to donate a lot of squash right now, our canners can begin making yummy squash relish!!!

If you have always wanted to learn how to can your own food or just want a fun group of folks to spend time with, 

contact Dottie Brannen foxdot922@embarqmail.com to be added to the list of canners.  You will be contacted by 

email each time a group is needed to can, so please sign up to help.

Mason Jar Collecting

Liz Lackey and Susan Arden-Joly delivering the white goods donated by the con-

gregation to Connell Stiles, Director of Development, and Reginald Lee, Director 

of Programs, for the Old Savannah City Mission.  The Advent Toy Drive was also 

a huge success- the toys were given to the Salvation Army for distribution. 
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Pictured Clockwise: Liz Lackey 

with one of the delicious Robert E. 

Lee Cakes she prepared. Authentic 

meatballs, beet relish, and spoon-

bread. Karen Wray, Susan Clifford & 

Mary Olsen-Ragsdale, & a bartender 

straight from 1864- Jack Wray

Mrs. Robert E. Lee’s Cake

Ingredients for Cake:                                   *Ingredients for Icing:

6 eggs (large size)                                          2 cups caster sugar 

1 ½ cups sugar                                               4 tablespoons orange juice 

1 ½ cups All Purpose                                     1 tablespoon orange rind

 (Measure, then sift.)                                    4 teaspoons lemon juice

                                                                          1 tablespoon lemon rind

*Use Valencia oranges if possible. I grated the skin of  2oranges in order to get 

1 tablespoon of  rind. Use 2-3 lemons depending on their size in order to pro-

vide 1 tablespoon  of  rind. Prepare caster sugar by placing in food processor.

 Method: Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease and flour the bottom only of 

2 -9 inch layer pans. Use an electric mixer to beat the eggs. Beat for 15 minutes in 

all, starting on low and increasing to high. During this 15 minutes, gradually add 

the sugar. Next, use a spatula to fold in the flour, a few tablespoons at a time. Bake 

for about 20 minutes. (Cake will have pulled away from the sides of the pan.) Cool. 

 Icing:  Measure 2 cups of the caster sugar into a bowl. Add orange juice, 

orange rind, lemon juice, and lemon rind. Stir with a spoon. Cover one layer of 

the cake with the icing. Place the second layer on top of the first layer. Cover 

the top of the cake with the icing. 

The ECW 's "December 1864" Event
Featuring authentic food, a Green descendent as the pianist, and lots of parishioners having a great time.
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Pictured Above: Louise & Deb Maner & Tom Johnston. 

A descendent of the Green family playing Civil War 

period music and tunes directly from the Green family 

songbook.  Pictured above right:the elegant dining table 

full of tasty treats that those living in the 1800's would 

have enjoyed.

Received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Elijah Daniel Whitaker

 infant son of Dr. & Mrs. James W. Whitaker

Saturday, December 27, 2014 

Rebecca Grace Ruhan

infant daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Desmond H. Ruhan

Saturday, January 10, 2015

Hattie Camille Hagan

infant daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Walter K. Hagan III

Saturday, February 7, 2015

United in Holy Matrimony

Page Alice Young to Redmond Stephens Gill, Jr

Saturday, December 13, 2014

Jane Delph Hagan to Allan Donald Davis

Saturday, December 27, 2014

Parishioners, if you have a recent wedding or baptism 

picture from St. John's you would like included in the 

Eagle,  please send it to the editor complete with the 

bride, groom, or child's name.  Thanks.
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Written by:

Randy Kulp

Men's Club President

rkulp@randolphkulp.com

The Men's Club Reports

Pictured Above:

Have you notice our 

church's new sign boards?  

These are courtesy of our 

men’s club and their re-

sults from the St Patrick's 

Day parking lot reserva-

tion system last year.

 Again this year the Men of St Johns will be accepting reservations for park-

ing spaces for St Patrick’s Day March 17th. The response to this new process was 

extremely well received. Spaces will be held open for those attending church only.

 ***The process is slightly different this year so please read carefully.***

1. Again this year we are asking for a $20 donation.

2. Due to traffic logistics we will enter from the Charlton Street entrance.

3. The Parking Lot will open at 8:00AM. Your reservation will be held until 11AM

4. This year the first 50 spaces will be reserved on a first come first serve basis. To be 

an early bird, send a $20 check to the church office, with the following information. 

Name for Reservation, email address, cell phone number for contact on St Pats Day 

with any updates. You will be notified by email as soon as the check is received along with your pass. The 51st reserva-

tion and above will be placed in the lottery described in #5 below.  

5. The balance of the spots will be assigned by lottery on March 10th. Everyone on the waiting list will be notified 

positively or negatively.

6. At this time we are only accepting only one reservation per family (household) from members of our Parish and our 

staff. Each generation would be considered a separate family. 

7. Friends of St Johns (as determined by the Rector) may apply to be in the lottery. 
 

Any questions should be directed to Rick Wright at 598-2073 or rick@wrightadvisorygroup.com.

Leprechauns are Coming - Reserve your Parking Spot!!!

 A record-breaking crowd of over 270 gathered this past month for the Men’s 

Club Annual Oyster Roast with a great time had by all (as evidenced in the photos 

in this edition of The Eagle!) Please allow me to express my gratitude to all those 

who volunteered to make this event as special as it is. You are too numerous to 

name here but know that your efforts are the life-blood of this great event and allow 

us the opportunity to give back to our community.

 Proceeds from this year’s event will be given in support of the men and 

families of the 1st Ranger Battalion stationed at Hunter Army Airfield. While the 

Rangers have always been the “tip of the spear” in our nation’s defense, I, like 

many of you, had become de-sensitized to their ongoing sacrifices in recent years. 

In fact, the Ranger Regiment has been on continual deployment since the attacks of 

September 11, 2001 and we have young men, (the average age of a Ranger is 26), 

who are serving in their fourteenth deployment to the Middle East with no clear 

end in sight! While these brave men are in harm’s way, they leave behind wives, 

children, parents and other loved ones. They miss birthdays, anniversaries, school 

plays, basketball games and even deaths and births of loved ones.

 This year the Men’s Club will be making a charitable gift to the 1/75th 

Chaplain’s Fund and the 1/75th Sua Sponte Foundation. Ranger Chaplain Captain 

Erik Alfsen will use those funds at his discretion to directly support the urgent 

needs of Ranger families; we hope to have Chaplain Alfsen at a future Men’s Club 

event to meet with all of you.

continued on page 19
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 Could this really have been our 7th year 

as Eagle Editors?  It seems like we just took over 

this job yesterday!  During our time, we have 

greatly enjoyed being more in the loop with 

church activities and  getting better acquainted 

with the church volunteers whose tireless and 

endless efforts behind the scenes keep St. John's 

and the Green-Meldrim house moving forward 

day to day.  It has been a pleasure to share their 

articles and the events of our church with you.  

 As we sign off, we welcome the talented 

Katherine Sallee who will be taking our place.  

Please encourage her and send her articles, pho-

tographs and give her news worthy ideas for the 

Eagle.  The Eagle is only as fabulous as what you 

wonderful readers contribute!  

Thanks, Cathy Baxter & Martha Sullivan

The Seven Year Itch

Pictured Above: Co-Editors
Martha Sullivan and Cathy Baxter

Pictured Left:
Our fabulous future Eagle Editor 
Katherine Sallee

The 1/75th Sua Sponte Foundation was 

formed to support the men of our Ranger 

Battalion and their families, specifically 

the needs of the wounded and those who 

have lost their husbands in combat. Sad-

ly, seventeen 1st Battalion Rangers have 

lost their lives since 9-11 with numerous 

men wounded. In addition, the Sua Sponte 

Foundation seeks to provide for emer-

gency needs and to sustain morale for 

Rangers and their families. Most recently, 

they provided Christmas gifts for over 20 

families and sent 350 stockings to our de-

ployed men.

As a former member of the 1st Ranger 

Battalion I am very proud of, and thankful 

for, these great men, and their families that 

are left behind. Let us pray that our gift 

will be of comfort and assistance to these 

special members of our community.

Pictured on Right: Oyster Roast 
volunteers Scott Howard, Martin 
Sullivan, Randy Kulp & Holden Hayes
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Next Deadline: 

May 2015

      Spring is around the corner and summer will be here before we 

know it. With that in mind, the Women of St. John’s and the children 

of our Sunday School will be collecting items for the Fresh Air Home 

at Tybee from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday (February 18-April 

5).

      For almost 120 years the Fresh Air Home at Tybee has provided 

tens of thousands of Savannah area disadvantaged children with fresh 

air, sunshine, healthy food, and Christian character building. The 

camp serves children ages 3 to 11 whose families are in financial dif-

ficulty, as well as children from Safe Shelter and military families.

      The Fresh Air Home receives no government funding and depends 

solely on donations.  This year, the camp’s greatest need is for house-

hold items: liquid laundry detergent, bleach, pine sol cleaner, paper 

towels, and 55 gallon trash bags. Collection bins will be in Cranmer 

Hall beginning February 18.

      Please use the Lenten season practice of almsgiving to help 

make the Fresh Air Home’s 2015 camp season a life-changing experi-

ence for over 400 children in need, many of whom never before have 

known  the immense beauty of God’s ocean or the love of Christian 

fellowship.  “In as much as ye have done it unto one of the least of 

these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Matthew 25:40. 

Hands on Giving
by Liz Lackey

Mary Porcher & William Taylor as Mary 

and Joseph in the Christmas Pageant
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