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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH
SAVANNAH

The Truth of the Bible
In the Beauty of the Anglican Tradition.
Believe. Worship. Love. Serve.




WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S

For Guests and Visitors. We extend a warm welcome to guests and visitors worshipping with us. If this is your first visit
to Saint John’s, please let us know by filling out the visitor card in the pew and dropping it in the collection plate. All are
invited to join us in the Parish House immediately after the service for the abundant and delicious refreshments at Coffee
Hour. We look forward to getting to know you!

For Children. Nursery for infants and toddlers (1st floor), is available from 9:15 dill the end of the 10:30 service.
Preschool & Kindergarten (2nd floor) is available throughout the 10:30 service. Children in Grades 1— 5 begin in
church with their parents, and may follow the cross to Children’s Church in Cranmer Hall.

Interactive Worship. The congregation participates actively in worship, and this booklet is a guide to taking part in it.
For many parts of the service it will refer you to one of the two books in red bindings in the pew racks — the 1940
Hymnal, and the smaller 1928 Prayer Book.

Receiving Communion. Those visiting with us from other churches who are baptized and admitted to communion may
receive the sacrament. Unless prevented by reason of infirmity, please kneel at the altar rail. To receive the host, place
right hand over left, palms upward, and lifted to about chest level. To receive the chalice, hold head erect, and place
hands on base or bowl to guide it to your mouth. If you prefer, leave the host visible in your open hand and the minister
will dip it for you, and place it on your extended tongue. If you are not receiving Communion, you are welcome to
receive a Blessing: to do so, kneel and cross your arms over your chest.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH IN SAVANNAH

Founded in 1841, the first rector, Stephen Elliott, was also the first bishop of Georgia, and he consecrated the present
church on May 7™ 1853. In 1943, one of Savannah’s historic mansions, the Green-Meldrim House, became its Parish
House and Rectory. Later, Macon Street in the block between the church and Green-Meldrim House was closed and laid
out the present garden Mall. Cranmer Hall, the Christian Education building, was renovated and enlarged in 2004. St.
John’s is one of a handful of parishes in the Episcopal Church that continues to worship using the classical Book of Com-
mon Prayer (in its 1928 edition). We are committed to transmitting unimpaired to our posterity the historic Faith and
Order it sets forth, within the fellowship of the Anglican Communion.

How WE WORSHIP AND WHY: The Imposition of Ashes

There is nothing living, that will not one day be turned to dust, to a handful of dust that the wind blows away. That’s why
the ancient custom for expressing sorrow — including sorrow for sin — was to pour dust and ashes on head and body.
When rebuked by God, Job says, “I repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6). And after Adam rebelled against God in the
garden, God warned him of his eventual return to the dust, “for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return” (Genesis 3:19). On Ash Wednesday, those are the words which the priest says to the faithful, as
he imposes the sign of ashes on their foreheads: “Remember, O man, that dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re-
turn.” In accepting those ashes we acknowledge our solidarity with sinful Adam, and the death both spiritual and physical
that is the wages justly paid for our disobedience to God, the source of all life. We acknowledge that we start out not
where Adam started, in the life-giving harmony and peace of Eden, but where he left off, in the wilderness of toil, under
the shadow of death, in need of redemption. Yet, precisely in acknowledging the justice of God’s judgment against us, we
appeal for his mercy to save us from ourselves: “Turn thy face from my sins, and put out all my misdeeds/ Make me a clean



