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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH

SAVANNAH

The Truth of the Bible
In the Beauty of the Anglican Tradition.
Believe. Worship. Love. Serve.




WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S

For Guests and Visitors. We extend a warm welcome to guests and visitors worshipping with us. If this is your first visit
to Saint John’s, please let us know by filling out the visitor card in the pew and dropping it in the collection plate. All are
invited to join us in the Parish House immediately after the service for the abundant and delicious refreshments at Coffee
Hour. We look forward to getting to know you!

Nursery for birth - age 4 (1st floor), is available from 9:00 a.m. il 1:30 p.m.

Preschool & Kindergarten (2nd floor) Children’s Church with song, lesson, and snack throughout the 10:30 service.
Children in Grades 1— 5 begin in church with their parents, and may follow the cross to Children’s Church in
Cranmer Hall.

Interactive Worship. The congregation participates actively in worship, and this booklet is a guide to taking part in it.
For many parts of the service it will refer you to one of the two books in red bindings in the pew racks — the 1940
Hymnal, and the smaller 1928 Prayer Book.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH IN SAVANNAH

Founded in 1841, the first rector, Stephen Elliott, was also the first bishop of Georgia, and he consecrated the present
church on May 7% 1853. In 1943, one of Savannah’s historic mansions, the Green-Meldrim House, became its Parish
House and Rectory. Later, Macon Street in the block between the church and Green-Meldrim House was closed and laid
out the present garden Mall. Cranmer Hall, the Christian Education building, was renovated and enlarged in 2004. St.
John’s is one of a handful of parishes in the Episcopal Church that continues to worship using the classical Book of Com-
mon Prayer (in its 1928 edition). We are committed to transmitting unimpaired to our posterity the historic Faith and
Order it sets forth, within the fellowship of the Anglican Communion.

How WE WORSHIP AND WHY: CONFESSING OUR SIN

Every full service of Morning Prayer or Holy Communion has a confession of sin, and to understand why it pro-
motes this awareness of ourselves as sinners in need of forgiveness, we must consider this question - does sinning
make us sinners? (does doing bad things make us bad persons?) or do we sin because we are sinners - because we are
by nature inclined to sin? The conventional view is that sinning makes us sinners, and the awareness of guilt which
we get by confessing sin motivates us to try harder to live a good life, so that we can be accepted by God as good
persons. But the trying harder does not often last long, the hope of acceptance by God is laced with anxiety, and
the sense of guilt does not go away, though it may generate defensive pride, anger, and entitlement (I have tried
hard, God owes me something). The Prayer Book takes the unconventional (though Biblical) view - that we sin
because we are sinners, we are by nature inclined to sin. Because if "there is no health in us", as the Prayer Book
says, then just trying harder won't help. We must look outside ourselves for rescue. We must throw ourselves on
the mercy of God, claim the grace promised by Christ in the gospel, and find in his atoning death on our behalf the
sole grounds of our full forgiveness and acceptance before God. If we sin because we are sinners, then gratitude
(not guilt) for a completely undeserved grace of acceptance by God will be the motivator for living a good life; and
instead of generating pride, anger, and entitlement, it will produce people who are humble, honest, and hope-
filled. We confess our sin, so that gratitude for forgiveness, not guilt for sin, may motivate us to live joyfully for the
God who out of the sheer goodness and love has freely forgiven us at such cost to himself.




